
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOMINATION RESUMES 

2017 PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Council Elections will be held during the weekend 

Masses on Saturday and Sunday 11/12 November 2017.   

 

Four members of our faith community will be elected for three-

year terms of service, taking office in January 2018. 

 

Nine candidates have submitted nomination forms and are 

eligible for election.  Their nomination resumes have been 

reprinted here so that you may vote in a prayerful, reflective, and 

informed manner.   

 

Please review these resumes in preparation for voting that 

weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

David J. Baldwin  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
Project Management Institute, Project Manager Professional 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 
Eucharistic Minister; AV Ministry; Knights of Columbus - Past Grand Knight; PreCana 
Couple - NFP (St. James, Falls Church, VA) 
 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
I constantly pray for my family, special friends and relatives, those in need, etc. I ask 
for guidance to do the right thing and the strength to follow up. I look to the Church to 

help in that guidance. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
I have been a Program/Project Manager in the IT and Health industries focusing on the federal government 
client for over 40 years. I have met hundreds of people, all with different personalities, wants and desires.  
I've been a managerial technical person for large companies such as AT&T as well as small companies with 
40 employees. And when you deal with the federal government, you must have patience and perseverance. I 
was also was involved with youth athletics where I was an announcer for youth as well as high school football 
and lacrosse games for over 10 years. In addition, I've been a member of Toastmasters International where 
speeches and public speaking is taught and evaluated. 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world?  

St. Katharine Drexel Parish is NOW carrying out its mission statement. SKD is a Eucharist-centered place of 
worship where we live our faith and are nourished by our faith. We have a welcoming community by the 
monthly activities we have and those activities that are not well known. I feel the loving disciples that we are 
creating when I attend Mass, activities, etc. We give selflessly in time, talent and financially. All of these 
activities lead us into the realization to the Kingdom of God that is lead by a kind, understanding, and loving 
pastor, Fr. Keith! 



 

Michael Nunez  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
My job as a senior project manager requires the close coordination of resources from 
different engineering disciplines resulting in the launch of a satellite communications 
product. Often times there are disagreements which require the use of people skills to 
arrive at a solution. To get the team to the goal, I often feel like part-time marriage 
counselor, part-time cheerleader, teacher, comedian, confidant, and tie-breaker. I 
believe these are qualities that could help teams achieve their goals whether they be 
service to the community or to St Katharine’s. 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 

Volunteer work at St John (1991 through 1999): • Developed, planned, organized and successfully 
implemented local internet network for St. John's office. Coordination included working with Verizon for internet  
connection. Duration = 6 months. For this successful effort, I was recognized by St. John’s as a major 
contributor. • Conceived and organized a St. Johns Youth Rock Band that performed at various St.  
John youth events. Volunteer work at St Katharine (2000 to present): • Co-organized (with Barbara Linthicum) 
and Stage manager for Variety shows at St Katharine from 2000 to 2013. • Sound man on Picnic committee 
from the start until 2015. • Co-mastered and co-produced (with Dan Owens) a music CD of the famous St 
Katharine quartet in my digital recording studio. Proceeds went toward the building fund. 
 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
I have a close relationship to God. This started early as an Army child in Germany where I walked a mile or so 
every day to be an altar boy at mass at the multi-denominational chapel on base. Yes – it was in Latin.  
This extended to hard prayers for the safe return of my father from tank drills during the Cuban missile crisis. 
I've carried this relationship to this day to help me through crisis. I especially loved being part of  
how St Katharine started/struggled from the early beginnings at FCC. It was a beginning of Church, but it felt 
more like a family. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
Most people who know me know that I’m centered around music. This includes helping create the music CD 
for the St Katharine quartet and also doing the same type of project for the St. Raphael (in Rockville) Youth 
Rock Band. Proceeds from both efforts helped the churches. I also worked with the kids at St. John to put on a 
Rock concert for a church lock-in. All of my children grew up with St. Katharine as their church. Alicia used to 
cantor when we were located in the school gymnasium. I have helped young people create their college 
audition CDs without any cost to them. I also ran sound for numerous dance recitals for young kids. I love 
watching how music can “bond” kids into the church. These experiences could be molded in to projects at St. 
Katharine. 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 

One way to carry out the mission statement is to focus on forming loving disciples in the form of a leader, a 
follower or student of a teacher. We could use music to further support the bridge between St Katharine's 



youth and the word of God. Music has a way of reaching out to those young people who are "looking in" but 
not being part of the church. I can see this method as a way to increase youth participation in the ministries 
inside and outside our church. I would like to see more focus by our younger people supporting of our aging  
community within St Katharine using their strong backs and internet savvy minds. The future of our church 
rests on the shoulders of our youth. As I watched my children grow into adults, I can see how they formed 
religious roots early by attending mass and continue their contribution to God and Church to this day. 



 

Leslie Nuse  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
At St. Johns helped teach CCD classes, attend Friday night classes, Renew program, 
Life in the Spirit, and prayer group many years.  Three Retreats at Franciscan 
University in Ohio, one in Ocean City, one in Emmitsburg and three in Elllicot City.  
Completed course in Church Leadership in Theology, Leadership in Spiritually in 2003 
at Holy Family.  Courses in Great Adventure Series, the Mass Exodus, First 
Corinthians, Bible Time Lives, arts, at St. Peters.  Also Journey through Church History 
Epic and Revelations.  Mission trip to Honduras and Habitat for Humanity, Miss. 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 

Presently a Eucharistic Minister, Bensalem, White Glove, Gardening, Drexel Voyagers, still selling raffle tickets 
for SKD and help with social activities.  Past ministry:  TGIF, Katies Ladies and as Greeter. 
 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
My journey with God and the Church is very strong and active.  Among the highs and lows, joy and sorrows, 
conflict and loss, heartache and solitude, I trust in the Lord.  He leads me to prayers, reading of “Word Among 
Us,” “Our Daily Bread,” the morning offering, Ascension Press daily.  Also go to Mass and Communion four 
times a week. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
Retired after 40 years working with the public at the Frederick County Courthouse as a clerk.  Served as 
Treasurer of three different groups I belong to; volunteer at the Alan P. Linton, Jr. Emergency Shelter and 
Frederick Memorial Hospital.  A lay Apostle of Jesus Christ the Redeemer on-line “share Jesus.” 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
SKD is already carrying out the mission statement.  It certainly is a welcoming community.  The parish keeps 
growing and has different prayer groups, four times Exposition of the Eucharist, “faith sharing programs,” for all 
ages, choir groups, Knights of Columbus, Katie’s Ladies, Social Justice, and many other programs that serve 
our community and others.  I am proud to be a member and to give selflessly to our Mission. 
 



 

Tom Obreiter  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
I enjoy reading about the history of the Church. I have lead small project teams at 
work. 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 
Former nursery volunteer. Former Sunday school teacher at another parish. 
 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
I think the Catholic Church is unique in that it has both a universal nature and a direct 
historical connection to Christ and the early Church. We are fortunate to have this rich 

culture, and it's something to be explored, reassured, and shared. The Church's main goal should be 
protecting the treasury of the faith that it has inherited, and sharing it with our children and the world. I pray 
throughout the day, but I feel especially close to God at Mass. We're so lucky to have a Church building that 
incorporates so many traditional elements that help bring us into a deeper sense of reverence for Christ. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
My wife Tanya and I have been married for 17 years, and have two daughters attending Saint John Catholic 
Regional School. Raising them in the faith is something that is very important to me. I'm a software developer 
with a very analytical mind. I love reading about the history of the church and lives of the saints. I regularly 
listen to podcasts like "Catholic Stuff You Should Know." 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
I think that the two main drivers in our mission statement are "Eucharist centered" and "forming loving 
disciples". The Eucharist is a wonderful gift, and is the center of our faith. Jesus established a church to carry 
His message forward, forming new disciples to spread His Kingdom. If we're centered on Jesus and forming 
disciples, the rest will fall into place. 



 

Dennis B. Ottey  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
12 Years of Catholic Education; 4 year class president Mt.St. Joseph HS  
Religious Activity Council (RAC) Catholic Christian Doctrine  
7th grade Class instructor 4 years. Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) leadership. 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 
Lector (over 10 years) RCIA Facilitator - past 2 years Capital Campaign Fund (two 
campaigns) Catholic Christian Doctrine - Our Lady of Victory  
Taught 7th grade CCD, Alter Server, CYO leadership Agape House of Baltimore - 
Fundraising 

 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
I am a lifelong Catholic with 12 years of parochial schools. God and our faith community are at the center of my 
life. Prayer, in community with the church, helps me to stay focused on what is important. RCIA participation is 
as much for me as it is for those attending. Each year, my faith grows stronger. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
I have been nominated many times, but have yet to be privileged to serve on the pastoral council. I love Father 
Keith and our church community very much and so I continue to respond to the call. With over 30 years of 
corporate executive experience and owning my own business, I have been part of St. Kate's since we were a 
mission and would be delighted to serve and support our continued commitment to our mission statement. 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
Our new worship space is attracting many new parishioners. As we grow, it is important to maintain our 
welcoming spirit and close-knit relationships. I know most of the existing Pastoral Council well and would 
welcome the opportunity to work with them for the benefit of everyone. I helped to put together the church's 
first website. It is time for a new modern site and it would be my pleasure to lead this effort. Thank you all for 
the opportunity to serve. 



 

Steven D. Peduto  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
I do not have any formal theological training other than 17 years of Catholic education 
(Kindergarten through undergraduate) and a lifelong curiosity and love of learning 
more about our faith. I do have extensive leadership training through a 15+ year career 
including coursework in leading people, projects, and organizations towards optimal 
results. 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 
Our family has attended mass at St. Katharine Drexel since 2013, and formally joined 
in February 2016. Since joining the parish, I have participated in a variety of ministries 

to see where the best fit is for my time and talents relative to the needs of the community. After a year of trying 
my hand at different ministries, I've settled on serving as a lector at mass, serving on the Financial 
Stewardship Committee, serving as a small group leader in the Alpha adult faith formation program, and 
participating in the St. Katharine Drexel Men's Group. 
 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
I was blessed to be raised a cradle Catholic. I see my upbringing in the faith as a great gift, as it instilled in me 
a deep personal faith in Christ. I have never wavered in my faith, but I have not always been exemplary in my 
practice. For much of my 20's and early 30's, my practice of the faith mirrored my exercise habits -- well 
intentioned, but inconsistent in action. Back in 2015, while attending mass at SKD for the first time in a while, I 
listened to one of the verses of the hymn Deep Within -- "Return to Me with all of your heart, and I will bring 
you back." I felt as though God was speaking to me through that hymn -- That it's never too late to come back 
to Him with all of your heart. A few weeks after this I had the great blessing to attend the Papal Mass in 
Washington, DC. I committed that day that I would stop being inconsistent in the practice of my faith, and that I 
would return to God with all of my heart. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
I think of myself as a regular guy who tries his best every day, but often comes up short. My life is very 
blessed, but pretty typical for a Frederick County resident. I'm husband to my wife Ashley and dad to our two 
kids, Brendan and Bella. On the evenings and weekends, we do lots of fun activities together as a family. 
When time permits, I try and sneak in watching a baseball or football game. Monday through Friday, I make the 
long trek down I-270 to go to work, where I’ve spent over 15 years working in engineering and consulting, 
helping government clients solve complex technical and organizational challenges. The Pastoral Council 
members elected this year will serve through 2020 in what will be an interesting time in our parish’s history. 
The Archdiocese is implementing a pastorate model, and our parish and St. Timothy’s in Walkersville are 
slated to be combined into a single pastorate beginning in 2019. I believe that my life as a regular guy in the 
pews coupled with my professional experience as a problem solver would be a great asset to the Pastoral 
Council to ensure that this upcoming transition is a smooth one that meets its intended goals while ensuring 
that the parish doesn’t lose touch with its mission statement. 
 



How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
Our parish is already doing a tremendous job at carrying out its mission statement. To continue to carry out our 
mission statement in the years ahead, I believe that our parish should continue to find new ways to meet 
people where they are in their lives and their faith, offering faith formation and service/outreach opportunities to 
people of all ages. Whether young or elderly in age, devout or inconsistent in the practice of our faith, our faith 
formation journey is never complete, and you’re never too young or too old to serve. Whenever I talk about this 
parish, the first thing I mention is how welcoming the community is. Father Keith, our great deacons, the parish 
staff, and the 3,000 members of this community are simply amazing at welcoming new people to the 
community and meeting them where they are, just as Pope Francis has called us to do. Having spent time at a 
half dozen other parishes over the course of my life, I can say for sure that St. Katharine Drexel is the most 
welcoming Catholic community that I’ve ever seen. The upcoming transition to the pastorate model presents 
an opportunity for this parish to cast a wider net, build new disciples for Christ, and spread its impact to even 
more people in Frederick County and beyond. 



 

James R. Sasiadek 
 
 

 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
St. Mary’s Seminary & University, degree in philosophy & theology; Oxford University, 
UK 
Johns Hopkins University, advanced degrees in education, administration & 
supervision, adult learning 
Board of Education: Member, Vice President & President, Baltimore County, MD 
Maryland Association of Boards of Education & National Association of Boards of 
Education 
St. Johns Regional Catholic School, Board member & vice chairman, 2015-today 
Johns Hopkins University: Supervisor of Graduate/Doctoral Interns in Education 
Administration National consultant in Reading Instruction & Education Administration 

Retired, Yea! 
 

Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel or other parishes: 
St. Mary’s Seminary & University, Baltimore, MD:  parish assistance at several parishes (Archdiocese Of 
Washington, DC & Archdiocese of Baltimore) 
St. Joseph’s Parish, Texas/Cockeysville, MD:  parishioner 32 years 
Central Maryland YMCA Volunteer of the Year 
St. Katherine Drexel Parish: Eucharistic Minister, Funeral Ministry, Representative on St. Johns Regional 
Catholic School Board (Vice Chairman) 
SJRCS – Chair, Strategic Planning Committee, Physical Plant Committee 
 

Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
 

                “We are called to act with justice.  We are called to love tenderly.  We are called to serve 
                 one another. And we are called to walk humbly with God.”  
 

As a pilgrim on a journey to a destination of salvation; I expect myself to reflect, contemplate, and imagine 
along the way daily. 
 

Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
Retirement affords me the opportunity to give the gift of time and talent freely. Raising a family and working 
with children and adults; I have learned through my experiences that “We are called . . . .” 
 

How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
I would hope to work in consort with the pastoral council and under the guidance of our pastor to help SKD 
parish and its parishioners actively live their faith in the framework of Vatican II. 



 

Michael Smith  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
I minored in Theology at Mt. St. Mary’s. I also took Diocesan classes for catechist 
when I lived in the Harrisburg Diocese. 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 
• Volunteer with the High School Youth  
• Catechist for the High School Youth  
• High School and Confirmation Retreat volunteer  
• Currently a Eucharist Minister  
• Previous lector 

 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
Growing up my relationship with God and the Church was almost non-existent. I went to church, but did not get 
anything out of it. This changed when I attended college. I began to grow more in my faith. I believe that I learn 
more and more every day, as I deepen my faith. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
As someone who has fallen away from my faith at one part in my life, I can be a good advisor for those having 
question about their faith. I am a good listener, so I can listen to ideas from fellow parishoners and bring them 
to the council. 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
I believe that Saint Katharine Drexel parish is living out the mission statement. I believe if we all had more open 
minds and hearts then we could continue to be the living Body of Christ. 



 

Leo Zanchettin  
 
 
 

Please list any past theological or leadership training that would enhance your 
service to this community: 
M.A. in Theology Member, Catholic Biblical Association Senior Editor for The Word 
Among Us Catholic magazine Past middle/high school teacher (Gaithersburg, MD) 
 
Please list any current or previous ministry experience at Saint Katharine Drexel 
or other parishes: 
Current: Middle School Catechist for TGIF Lector Group Facilitator for ALPHA Bible 
Study Leader FIRE Group Facilitator Previous (Saint Johns, FL): Catechist Formation 
Teacher Adult Faith Formation Teacher Children's Liturgy Leader Spiritual Director, 
Christ Renews His Parish Bible Study Leader Men's Faith Sharing Group Leader 
Parish Missioner 

 
Please describe your relationship to God and the Church: 
I think the two feed into each other for me. It's through the Church that I experience God the most clearly and 
the most personally. Mass, Confession, teaching TGIF or FIRE, sharing my faith with fellow parishioners, 
praying the Liturgy of the Hours—these are all ways that I receive God's presence, his guidance, and his 
comfort. There's also my family, who never fail to show me God's love and mercy But I suppose you could 
chalk that up to the Sacrament of Marriage. 
 
Please mention anything about your personal life, work experience, or interests that would enrich your 
service on the Pastoral Council: 
• I have been active in five different parishes, both large and small, both affluent and struggling, both united 
and suffering divisions, so I've seen a number of different group dynamics.  
• Managing the editorial team for The Word Among Us is helping me learn how to collaborate with peers.  
• Having six children continues to teach me patience, and how to herd kittens, and how not to herd kittens.  
• Believe it or not, all of my kids have been diagnosed with high-functioning autism. Becoming a special-needs 
dad and advocating for my children has opened my eyes to ways that people with personal challenges can be  
marginalized. It is a humbling, heart-softening experience to see Christ in a special way in my kids. 
 
How do you think Saint Katharine Drexel Parish could carry out our mission statement and serve its 
members and the world? 
I think we're already doing it in a meaningful way. Our liturgies are prayerful. Our community is welcoming. Our 
footprint is growing. Many parishioners are involved in ministry or outreach. Of course, there's always more we 
could do, especially in fulfilling Pope Francis' call to be missionary disciples and to go out to the margins of 
society. I look forward to seeing how we do that in the coming years. 


